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Music Sunday
April 25

The "Missa in Augustiis”
(Mass for troubled times) or
: "Lord Nelson Mass" is
arguably one of Joseph Haydn's greatest compositions. This

work is fitting for one of the high points of the year at
Bethesda Church and it will be seamlessly incorporated into
our worship this Music Sunday, April 25th.

h

The Mass begins with a fiery "Kyrie" (Lord, Have Mercy)
featuring brass, drums, and the chorus. After the sermon, you
will hear a "Credo” (I believe in God) written in a joyful
canon by the choir and orchestra followed by a tender "Et
incarnatus est." During communion, a quartet will sing the
"Agnus Dei" followed by a happy and just plain fun "Dona
Nobis Pacem."

We hope to continue to sustain the wonderful opportunities
that the Music Series has to offer not only to Bethesda but to
the New Haven community. When you support the Music
Series with a donation, you show not only your enthusiasm
for music at Bethesda, but also for organizations such as
Habitat for Humanity, Luther House, and other local
organizations. So please come, enjoy, and if you feel the call,
support!
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“Tons of Food”
Campaign Returns!
\

TONS OF
FOOD

For a lucky 13th year,
Bethesda will join local
congregations in a friendly
competition to address the
needs of hungry people in the
New Haven area in the 2010
“Tons of Food” campaign.
On 3 Sundays — Apr 11, 18,
& 25 — members at
participating churches will
bring nonperishable food and
cash ($1 = 2 Ibs) to their
worship services, weigh
them, and report the results.
Last year, despite stiff
competition from 5
congregations, Bethesda
prevailed as the top collector,
and our neighbors in need
were the winners. Let’s do it
again! The food and funds we
collect will support the pantry
at Christian Community
Action in New Haven. Our
goal is ONE TON! That’s a
lotta food, but we’re up to the
challenge! So sharpen your
grocery-list-writing pencils
and take out your check-
writing pens for the Bethesda
“Tons” campaign. For more
info, contact Dianne Witte.
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A special “Thank You” to "\"1*‘ o SO
everyone who participated in J

making Wednesdays (and Sundays) during Lent a meaningful
experience at Bethesda. Deep appreciation to Elaine
Ramshaw for the thoughtful and conversation stimulating
material on the Trinity, as well as for leading the Adult
Forums and Wednesday evening conversations. Thank you
also to Nick Marmor, Andres Gonzalez and Adam Peithmann
for enhancing our mid-week Worship Services. To those who
provided desserts, soup and bread...Well Done! Thank you
to Priscilla Melendez for providing Wednesday evening
programs for the youngest among us. Thank you to everyone
who attended and shared in this Lenten Journey.

New Editor Needed

After more than 2 years as the
editor of the Visitor, | will need
——l—— to step aside from this role for an
g PHebidegd indefinite period of time
following the September issue. At the end of September 2010
Chris and | are expecting our second child and | anticipate
being unable to find enough time to devote to the newsletter
each month once the baby arrives. Please consider whether
you have the time and desire to fill this important role. 1
have been able to complete almost all of the issues while
Eleanor naps and have not found the time commitment to be a
burden on me or our family. If you are interested in taking
over as editor or want to learn more about what is involved,
please don’t hesitate to contact me: 203-288-0478 or
nora_viola@yahoo.com or catch me on Sunday! Thank you!

The next submission
deadline for the next
issue of
The Visitor is
Sunday, April 11

Please e-mail your submissions
to Nora Lee at
bethesda.visitor@gmail.com
Thank you!

Nora Lee, Editor,

Clare Couture,
Production Manager
(bethesda@snet.net

Visit our Web page:
www.bethesdanewhaven.org)

Fair Trade Coffee
and Tea

Fair Trade coffee, teas and
chocolate are available for
sale the second Sunday of
each month. Fair Trade
promotes fair wages,
children’s rights, women’s
rights, the right to organize,
environmental rights and
indigenous rights. A portion
of the Fair Trade proceeds
also goes to the Bethesda
Women of the ELCA
(WELCA)
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Pastor’s Paragraph...or two

The Prophet Isaiah proclaimed to God’s People these words of God: “I am about to do a new
thing; now it springs forth, do you not perceive it?” (Isaiah 43:19)

This Word came to God’s People as they were about to return from exile. So, while the message
is initially for a specific time and a specific situation, | (as some will recall from the Sermon on
March 21%) believe that this is a Word of God that continues to speak to people living in faith
today.

God certainly does new things in many ways, and at many times. Writing this message toward
the conclusion of the Lenten Season, | am most mindful of the fabulously new thing that God did
through the cross and then the empty tomb. But, it is not just something God has done; it is
something God is doing. It is springing forth...let us perceive it! God who we know as Father,
Son and Holy Spirit...God who creates, reconciles and enables...God is doing again (and again
and again) a new thing.

A hymn by John Ylvisaker that has come to be one of my personal favorites as it relates the
stages of life and God’s involvement in all these times is “Borning Cry”. In the third verse are
found these words, “When the evening gently closes in and you shut your weary eyes, I’ll be
there as | have always been, with just one more surprise.”

“Just one more surprise!” “I am about to do a new thing...do you not perceive it?”

| invite you to join in the Worship Services that transport us through the last days of Lent and
bring us to “The Day of Resurrection”. I encourage you to extend this invitation to others —
family, friends and neighbors. Come together and rejoice in this new thing that God has done
bringing us close to Him and to one another. Come together and celebrate this new thing that
God is doing today.

In Christ’s Service,

Pastor Preuss

it
Alleluia!



al An Eventful Spring!
SUNDAY

March was an exciting month

CHOOL for the Sunday School program!
NEWS We celebrated the  Super
@ 5/@ Saturday Family Gathering with

families coming together to
share an afternoon of movies, games, conversation and food.
We also collected the coin boxes, which were distributed last
November and we will soon have a count of the money we
will send to ELCA God’s Global Barnyard. The children
brought their own boxes and enjoyed collecting in big baskets
the ones brought by the members of the congregation.

| had a great time with some of the Sunday School children
that participated in the Lenten activities on Wednesdays. We
drew, and colored and talked about the symbols of Lent: ashes
on our foreheads, the cross, the palms, the cup, the bread,
Jesus on a donkey, and obviously we talked about Easter! |
was truly impressed with the children’s capacity to learn
about complex issues and to understand as much as possible
the importance of this season in the Church’s calendar.

The children also participated in the Palm Sunday procession
and did a great job of waving the palms and singing
Hosannas. The Intergenerational activities were also a lot of
fun, especially sharing lunch together and getting ready for
Holy Week and Easter.

| wish to thank the teachers for a great year! Nora in music,
Natalie and Linda with the children from 3-5 years old, and
Gail with the first and second graders. Thanks also to Mike,
Meg, Maggie and Adam who are always available to sub
when needed.

And thanks to everyone who supported the youth Calumet Ski

Wednesday
Morning
Bible Study

You are invited to come
and enjoy exploring the
Book of Faith, a light
breakfast, and sharing new
insights into God’s Word
in today’s world.

We meet bi-weekly on
Wednesdays from 8:00 —
9:00 am. The Dates
include March 31, April 7,
21, May 5, 19, and June 2,
16. This series centers on
Peace and Peacemaking.
Martha Stortz wrote
“Peace i1s God’s deepest
desire for us, and the
Creator wove it into the
fabric of creation.”

Please watch the Bulletin
for announcements about
future Book of Faith
studies for our bi-weekly
studies.



Council Corner

News from the
March Council Meeting

The Congregation Council met

& March 15. The group thanked

(7 Barbara Stark for agreeing to
serve on the board of Lutherans In Mission (LIM), the
nonprofit organization that owns and manages the New Haven
building that houses Resurrection Lutheran Church, New
Haven, and other nonprofit tenants. The Council was
informed that the Call Committee had recommended a
candidate for pastoral ministry, and a special meeting was
scheduled in order for the Council to interview the candidate.
The bid of $2,500 to repair the external doors to the narthex
so they would close was approved.

Dianne Witte, President

Offering Update — Keep up with your pledge!

The 2010 Budget reflects lower pledges and flat
spending, and given the economic conditions, your pledge is
vital to the health of Bethesda. If you pledged, be sure to
fulfill your offering on time. If you haven’t yet pledged, we
welcome your commitment at any time, simply contact Clare
in the office.

As your situation permits, consider giving an extra
amount so Bethesda may continue its healthy service to its
members and community at large. The harder it is to give, the
greater the need for your gift.

2009 2010 Ahead/Behind | %

As of $33,109 $32,975 -134 0%
3/21

Yr End $167,520 | $158,237* -9,283.82 | -6%

*Budgeted based on projections from pledges and past giving
habits.

bookefaith

Book of Faith
Festival

On Saturday, May 1, 2010
from 8:30am to 4:30pm,
the New England Synod
will present a Book of
Faith Festival. You may
be aware that the Book of
Faith is the ELCA’s effort
to better acquaint
Lutherans with the Bible
and how it works in our
lives. Professor Diane
Jacobson  from  Luther
Seminary and Director of
the Book of Faith initiative
for the ELCA will be the
keynote  speaker. In
addition, workshop leaders
include our own Elaine
Ramshaw.

The festival will be held at
First Lutheran Church of
the Reformation in New
Britain. Please register by
April 16 and the fee is
$18/person or $15/person
for 4 or more from the
same congregation (Katie
and Martin Gehner are
already signed up). Visit
www.nesynd.org for more
info and to register.



Holiday Fair

You might think it is too early to
start thinking about the Holiday
Fair in November. After all,
we’ve got Easter to get ready
for, and Spring, and then
Summer! But the earlier we start, the more we will have to
offer at the fair. We are asking everybody to help out by
making something for the fair. It can be very small. And
unless you are one of our stellar bakers, it is not too early to
begin making things.

On April 18 during the coffee hour we will have several kits
to make ornaments and other simple items for you to look
over and volunteer to help with. You can work on these
projects in your leisure at home. We will also be available to
answer questions about what other things might be good to
sell at the fair.

And remember that the Thursday night work group continues
to meet. Through April we will be meeting in the
Muhlenberg Room. In May we will return to working in the
Campanius Room.

++++

SAVE THOSE POP TOPS on cans! Just twist them off and
start collecting them. Ronald McDonald House collects them
as a fundraiser. While it is hard to collect a lot as a single
person or family, it is easy to collect a lot from an entire
congregation and add ours to those collected by other groups.

So start collecting and bring your contribution in a plastic bag
and simply hang it on the bulletin board in the Campanius
Room. Thanks!
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Bethesda’s Prayer List

Healing and strength: Ed Abeling; Robert Fries; Ruth Beaumont;
Bea Mandrill; Ray Anderson; Oscar Roos; Stacy Opsal,
granddaughter of the Evensons; Linda Salisbury; Betty Neal; James
Moyer, friend of Molly Dinneen; Sue Merkel; Almira Muschamp,
mother of Sue Berube; Betty Henrickson; Barbara Veleber, former
member; Maureen Matthews, friend of Kathy Wimmer; Edith
Swanson; Joe Ekeberg; George Lindbeck; Robert Evenson; James
Phillips, husband of Karen Phillips; Martha Morris, sister of Henry
Morris; Helen Neumann, mother of Dennis Neumann; Ruth Ebel,
sister of Martha Kirschner; Richard and Margaret Stark, parents of
Barbara Stark; Fran Batka, friend of Nils Svensen; Ethan Nessel,
grandson of Mike and Sue Merkel; Richard Treat, friend of Marie
and Doug Gray; Virginia Cellura friend of Molly Dinneen; Frank
and Jeanne Whalen, friends of Karen Baker; Dot Palcovich; Aina
Smith; Mary Beth MacNab, friend of Sue Berube; Margaret
Berube, friend of Sue Berube; Len DeNardis; Jonathan Cortright,
father of Dan Cortright; Mary Benedosso, friend of Doris Hentz;
Helen Blade; Sylvia Dunn; Ruth Mood; Jeanette Tykson; Ruth
Jacobson; Margaret Ogren; and Rita Wissink.

For those serving in the military: including Allison Mandas,
daughter of Greg & Carlen Mandas; Joshua Bender, stepbrother of
Chris Lee; and the chaplains of our churches who serve them.

For our partners in the Gospel: the congregations and schools of
the Evangelical Lutheran Church In Jordan & The Holy Land
(ELCJHL); Luther House; our mission partners, Resurrection
Lutheran Church in New Haven, and the Pangani Children’s
Centre, Nairobi, Kenya, in its ministry to those living with the
impact of AIDS and hunger in Africa.

For Bethesda: that God continues to guide us into the future with
ministries of witness and service while building up our community
in all of its diversity.



