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Firecracker Liturgy
Sunday, July 4

It is one of those unique years when
July 4th*_ﬂ*1<‘» 4 Independence Day is on Sunday. In
Worsll!m? " recognition of this, the 9:45 AM
p 1 Worship Service on July 4™ will be
based on a Colonial Era Lutheran Worship Service. The basis
of this Service is material prepared by the church for the
nation’s bicentennial in 1976.

The American colonial liturgy was the work of Henry
Melchior Muhlenberg, Peter Brunnholtz and John F.
Handschuh in 1748. The Liturgy we will be using on July 4,
2010 includes elements from the 1748 liturgy and our present
day “Evangelical Lutheran Worship” liturgy.

Reliable sources insist that the sermon will not be three-
quarters of an hour in length as it was in colonial times!

Come and Worship on July 4™, and invite others to include
this time of Worship at Bethesda in their plans as well.
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Resurrection
Summer Camp

Sunday June 20th is
Father's Day and
Resurrection Church
Summer Camp Day. Every
year 80 children enjoy this
inner city camp run jointly
by Resurrection and Camp
Calumet. Several young
men who are now
Resurrection Church
Council members attended
the camp years ago.

They need our help in
keeping it going for their
children so our Council
agreed to take up a
collection at the end of the
service. A check can be
made out to Bethesda
Lutheran Church and
designated as Resurrection
Summer Camp. Please
give generously. Thank
you.

Barbara Stark,
Lutherans in Mission
Board Member



“Tons of Food” Final Tally!
\

|
w N Congratulations, Bethesda! Tons of Food,
H?,(fﬁ the annual friendly competition to collect
0 food and funds for local pantries, was once
again a great success. The five participating
TONS OF congregations collected over four tons of
FOOD food for those in need, and Bethesda’s
participation was indeed significant. The final campaign tally
is as follows:

Congregation Total Total #s #s per
Members collected member

Bethesda Lutheran 250 3814 15.26

Church

Epis. Church of St. Paul & | 123 388 3.15

St. James

Metropolitan Community | 54 1157 21.43

Church of NH

Trinity Episcopal Church* | 500 3311 6.62

Trinity Evangelical 90 660 7.33

The next submission
deadline for the next
issue of
The Visitor is
Sunday, July 11

Please e-mail your submissions
to Nora Lee at
bethesda.visitor@gmail.com
Thank you!

Nora Lee, Editor,

Clare Couture,
Production Manager
(bethesda@snet.net

Visit our Web page:
www.bethesdanewhaven.org)

Lutheran Church, NH

*missing one week’s
pounds

Total pounds collected 8,670

Total tons collected 4.335

A sincere thank you to all who shopped for “heavy food” and
helped fill the congregation’s grocery cart to overflowing, and
to all who chose to give cash gifts, inspiring a matching gift
from Thrivent Financial for Lutherans.

Dianne Witte, Coordinator

Editor in Transition

There being no other candidates, Bob Balay has agreed to try
his hand at editing the Visitor. Please be patient; his first
issue will be the August issue. Many thanks to Nora Lee for
two and a half years as editor. And many thanks to Bob for
volunteering.

Fair Trade Coffee
and Tea

Fair Trade coffee, teas and
chocolate are available for
sale the second Sunday of
each month. Fair Trade
promotes fair wages,
children’s rights, women’s
rights, the right to organize,
environmental rights and
indigenous rights. A portion
of the Fair Trade proceeds
also goes to the Bethesda
Women of the ELCA
(WELCA)


mailto:bethesda@snet.net

Pastor’s Paragraph...or two

Here’s a news flash --- God has decided not to take a vacation from God’s People this summer!
OK --- you already know this. But sometimes it is worth being reminded of it.

The ministry of God’s People, that is the church, continues every day --- even through the days
of summer --- for this ministry is a visible witness to God’s living presence in the world today.

The People of God are all of us. The participation of all God’s People in ministry is what makes
for vibrant ministry. Bethesda’s congregational leaders and I invite your active participation in
the work of the congregation even through the summer months.

A year has passed since we began our journey of ministry together. This journey is continuing
for a while longer. The journey continues and | am grateful for your active partnership in
fulfilling Bethesda’s mission.

| invite you to continue in this community of witness, for it is in community that we draw
strength from one another for the work that is before us. So, together let us be present in
worship, working together in service, growing in faith, inviting others to join in the journey and
enjoying fellowship in this community of Christ.

Together by the grace of God, Bethesda will continue to be faithful in ministry. Remember, God
is not going on vacation and neither is our ministry as the People of God on vacation. See you in
church!

In Christ’s Service,
Pastor Preuss

Pastor Search Continues

The search for a new full-time pastor at Bethesda does not take summer
holiday! At press time, the call committee was in the process of reviewing
the profile of the next candidate and is eager to keep the process moving
forward. @ We are grateful for all of your prayers and words of
encouragement as the seven of us continue this important task. All of us in the Bethesda family are
reminded that this process, on all sides, is necessarily confidential. As we respect the confidentiality
between a pastor and her congregants, we too must respect that same confidentiality between the call
committee and the candidates. This extends to the council as well, should the process move to that point.
Please know that we on the call committee will share as much information as we are able and are eager to
continue conversations with all of you about the process. Thank you for your understanding and for
refraining from asking questions that may place us in an awkward position. So we go forward into summer,
with cell phones, WiFi, and skype accounts at the ready!

-Call Committee: Maggie Astrup, Carole DeVore, Richard Ford (chair), Martin Gehner, Anibal Gonzalez,
Doreen Larson-Oboyski, Nora Lee.



Spring in
L
‘ Sunday School
a
|| Think back to the Saturday

morning before Easter Sunday in
the Campanius room! Picture 70
white eggs on a table and 7 children
CHOOL ready to dye them. Our Sunday

NEWS School children were responsible
@\)S/ € for decorating in beautiful and

creative colors all those eggs that

were prepared for the Sunday Easter breakfast at our church! They
did an incredible job placing their eggs in the different bowls with
diverse colors and patiently waiting for the colors to do their job.
Suddenly, we sadly discovered that some of the eggs cracked while
boiling but the problem was immediately solved by the kids: they
peeled and ate the “ruined” eggs, giving to the children important
nourishment. By the end, we had 60 beautifully colored eggs ready
for the next day’s big celebration.

SUNDAY

The children also were responsible for hiding the jelly beans under
the coffee cups on the tables and decorating the tables with Easter
baskets. Again, they were extremely cooperative and the
organizers of the Easter breakfast were very grateful for the
children’s work. Oops, I forgot to mention that the kids were also
“nourished” by the jelly beans!!! We thank the parents for taking
time to bring the children to church that Saturday morning and for
supervising the activities.

Easter morning was even more fun and the children looked very
happy with the Easter treats they received at church. We continue
to pray that the important message of Christ’s resurrection is
instilled in the hearts and minds of our children.

May 16 was a very special day for the Sunday School program!!
During worship, the children presented to the congregation a truly
beautiful banner that they made the weeks before. The banner
represented the symbols of the Church year and each child was in
charge of cutting and gluing a symbol into the banner. They
worked very hard under the supervision of their teachers Natalie
Judd, Linda Cortright and Gail Labadia, and the result was a special
gift to all of us. The congregation was in awe and truly moved by
the children's artistic product. Look for this banner in the
sanctuary.

After this special celebration the congregation gathered for an end
of the year Sunday School picnic. The parents took over the grill
and kept up with the food, and the members of the congregation
contributed with abundant and succulent side dishes and desserts.
The weather was perfect and the children did their traditional

playing at the playground,
but not before they ran
around with Richard and
Dianne's big and friendly
dog, Harriet.

The Sunday School teachers
met in early June to discuss
how the program went this
year and how to enhance our
program for next year.
Since we are looking for
ways to grow and improve
our program, we would like
the input of parents and
friends. If you are a parent
of a SS child or someone
interested in this program,
please feel free to share with
me
(priscilla.melendez@uconn.
edu) your concerns and
ideas. If you are interested
in being a Sunday School
teacher or in helping out in
any way, please contact me.

Finally, we want to share the
good news that the SS
offering ($66.14) will go to
Resurrection Lutheran
Church in New Haven.

Both the younger children
and the Confirmands--with
the help of Adam Marchand
and Abby Ferjak--were very
consistent throughout the
year in bringing their change
and dollars to help our
sisters and brothers in Christ
from Resurrection.

Thanks to all!
-Priscilla Meléndez


mailto:priscilla.melendez@uconn.edu
mailto:priscilla.melendez@uconn.edu

Council Corner

News from the
May Council Meeting

The Council’s May meeting was a
busy one. With pleasure we voted
to increase Pastor Preuss’s
monthly stipend, in gratitude for
his care and hard work and in
recognition of his increased transportation costs due to higher
gasoline prices. To facilitate planning for the congregation’s
ministry, the Council agreed to sponsor a Leadership Retreat
on Saturday June 26. The Facilities Committee’s efforts to
maintain our property were moved forward in votes to address
several electrical issues, replace exterior doors at the nursery
school level, and repave the parking area circle drive.
Progress on the Campanius Room kitchen renovation was also
reported. To support Lutherans In Mission, the Council asked
that a special offering be taken June 20 — Father’s Day — to
support the New Haven day camp LIM will run in partnership
with Camp Calumet this summer.

Dianne Witte, President

Congregation Leadership

Retreat
Saturday, June 26, 2010
Details forthcoming...

Offering Update — Think ahead for summer

Remember to think ahead for the relaxing season, not only
about beaches, boats, and barbecues, but also keeping up your
pledge for the summer. Perhaps the warm sun and cool drinks
will inspire an additional gift!

2009 2010 | Ahead/Behind %
As of $68,837 $63,351 -5487 | -8%

5/31
Yr End $167,520 | $158,237*

-9,283.82 | -6%

*Budgeted based on projections from pledges and past giving
habits.
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MORNING

BIBLE STUDY

Wednesday
Morning

Bible Study
8:00 am to 9:00 am

The Bible has songs to
sing, stories to hear,
Beatitudes to guide our
lives, and numerous
revelations about being
God’s people on -earth.
The Book of Ruth is one
of those treasures where
faith, trust, peace,
heartache, famine, and
being children of God all
seem to weave a beautiful
description of our
possibilities to live in
peace, justice, and
harmony. Our current
series on peace has
inspired  with  lively
discussions about our
daily stories as extensions
of the many biblical
stories lived in today’s
experiences.

You are invited to attend
our bi-weekly gatherings -
- light food and
fellowship, biblical
readings, and lively
discussions. When we
open our hearts, the bread
of God’s Word and God’s
water of life seem to be
relevant in our daily lives.
Everyone is welcome. We
meet from 8am to 9am as
discussions  tend to
continue as we venture
into our daily schedules.



HELP WANTED!!!

Due to the restructuring of some
of the Church Committees, the
Facilities and Finance committee
has been split into two separate
entities.

FAcIlITI Es The Facilities Committee is
looking for a few dedicated folks
COMMITTEE to serve with us. No_experience
is_needed or required. The only qualification needed is
PRIDE in your Church and its property. Members do not
need to be versed in the building trade or property
management as many may think. We simply need people
with an ability to identify needs, prioritize the same and figure
out how to accomplish our aims.

There is a lot of work that needs to be done, and we need
many hands to make the work light. We do not necessarily
DO the physical work, which is left to those who are the
experts.

The next meeting of the Facilities Committee will be on the
second Tuesday of June, June 8, 2010 in the Muhlenberg
room of the Educational Wing, at 7:30. We will be looking
forward to greeting you at that meeting. If you have questions
about the Committee and its mission, please contact Chris
Wigren, Doug Gray or Pastor Preuss.

ﬁl Become
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Interested in becoming a member or associate
member of Bethesda?

New members and associate members will be received this
month. If you are interested in being among those who will
be stepping forth in this manner to join in Bethesda’s ministry
and mission, please make Pastor Preuss aware of this desire.

Calling all youth and
friends! The Bethesda
Youth Group (BYG) is in
full swing this summer.
Our youth group enjoys
movie nights, listening to
and playing music, going
on retreats, and
participating in
community service. For
more information  on

youth events and
scheduling, please contact
Mike Carnaroli:

m_carnaroli@yahoo.com.

We are also beginning to
plan our trip to ELCA
Youth  Gathering  at
Hammonasset State Park.
This event will take place
on September 10-12 and
we hope to have a large
group attending. Tell your
friends!!! For  more
"Hammo" information,
please visit the website
www.hammoconnect.com


http://www.hammoconnect.com/

Bethesda’s Prayer List

Healing and strength: Alice
Golden; Mike Willis, friend of
]ﬁ Chris ~ Wigren;  Richard and
Margaret Stark, parents of Barbara
Vayers Stark; Karl Ogren; Ed Abeling;
Robert Fries; Bea Mandrill; Ray
Anderson; Oscar Roos; Stacy Opsal, granddaughter of the
Evensons; Linda Salisbury; Betty Neal, James Moyer, friend
of Molly Dinneen; Sue Merkel; Almira Muschamp, mother of
Sue Berube; Betty Henrickson; Barbara Veleber, former
member; Maureen Matthews, friend of Kathy Wimmer; Edith
Swanson; Joe Ekeberg; George Lindbeck; Robert Evenson;
James Phillips, husband of Karen Phillips; Martha Morris,
sister of Henry Morris; Helen Neumann, mother of Dennis
Neumann; Ruth Ebel, sister of Martha Kirschner; Fran Batka,
friend of Nils Svensen; Ethan Nessel, grandson of Mike and
Sue Merkel; Richard Treat, friend of Marie and Doug Gray;
Virginia Cellura friend of Molly Dinneen; Frank and Jeanne
Whalen, friends of Karen Baker; Dot Palcovich; Aina Smith;
Mary Beth MacNab, friend of Sue Berube; Margaret Berube,
friend of Sue Berube; Len DeNardis; Jonathan Cortright,
father of Dan Cortright; Mary Benedosso, friend of Doris
Hentz; Helen Blade; Sylvia Dunn; Ruth Mood; Rita Wissink.;
Jeanette Tykson; and Ruth Jacobson.

For those serving in the militaryincluding Allison Mandas,
daughter of Greg & Carlen Mandas; Joshua Bender,
stepbrother of Chris Lee; and the chaplains obur churches
who serve them.

For our partners in the Gospel the congregations and
schools of the Evangelical Lutheran Church In Jordan & The
Holy Land (ELCJHL); Luther House; our mission partners,
Resurrection Lutheran Church in New Haven, and the
Pangani Children’s Centre, Nairobi, Kenya, in its ministry to
those living with the impact of AIDS and hunger in Africa.

For Bethesda that God continues to guide us into the future
with ministries of witness and service while building up our
community in all of its diversity.

-
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Quilting News

The quilt group will meet on
Saturday, June 26" from 9
am to 12 noon. We will
need help getting pieces
ready for hand quilting.
Please contact Maureen
Anderson if you are able to
help us with the quilt.

++++

Thursday Night Fair
Group

The Thursday night Fair
Group has switched to their
summer location in the
Campanius Room. We meet
every Thursday evening at
7:30 to make craft items for
the Holiday Fair. Please
join us!

Other Fair Group needs
include giving us your
empty pint jars for making
this year’s pickles. Please
bring them in any Sunday.
Maureen Anderson or Sue
Berube will be happy to take
them.

Also, we still  need
somebody to volunteer to be
in charge of Trash ‘N
Treasures.  Please contact
Maureen (203-488-4993) or
Sue (203-287-8170) if you
have questions about the
job. Thanks!



