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Thank you! 
THANK YOU to everyone who shared their 

talents making worship at Bethesda so very 

memorable from Palm Sunday through 

Easter.  Chanting of the Passion by the choir on Palm Sunday was a 

new and greatly appreciated experience for many worshippers.  The 

worship services on Holy Thursday and Good Friday helped 

prepare the congregation for the Easter Vigil and Easter Day. 

 

Many hands and voices make the Easter Vigil at Bethesda 

extremely meaningful.  Preparing the new fire in the garden, 

luminaries lighting the way to the chapel, hearing and experiencing 

Scripture in a variety of meaningful ways, remembering our 

Baptism in the Narthex, moving into the Sanctuary with the first 

Easter Proclamation, and “Breaking the Fast” in the Parish House 

living room.  Thank you to Pr. Paul Stuehrenberg for presiding 

during portions of the Easter Vigil and to Pr. Leon Linquist for 

preaching at this Service. 

 

Easter Day the announcement “Christ is Risen” rang out loud and 

clear during the Worship Services that once again involved many in 

sharing the gifts and talents with which they have been blessed by 

God.  Thank you also to everyone who planned, prepared and 

cleaned-up, thus making possible the Easter Breakfast. 

 

Bethesda is blessed as a Resurrection People.  Thank you to one 

and all who helped make the days leading up to Easter and Easter 

Day so very special.  Thank you to everyone who attended these 

Worship Services and invited friends and family to be present as 

well. 

“Alleluia!  Christ is Risen!” 
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WOMEN AND 

CHILDREN FIRST! 

 
May 1, 2pm, Bethesda 

Lutheran Church. 

  
A fashion show fund raiser 

for New Haven Home  

Recovery, by moms and 

daughters FOR moms and 

daughters.  Modeling 

clothing donated by "Savers" 

in Orange, the show will be 

hosted at Bethesda by Kristin 

Huffman and Matt Scott 

(channel 8) and will be a fun 

way for families to see their 

moms and daughters 

modeling great clothes that 

won't break the budget! 

Enjoy food, paparazzi, 

models, exciting door prizes 

and fashion and makeup 

galore! 

  

Come to support the New 

Haven Home Recovery 

Center and get your tix at: 

www.nhhr.org      $20.00 per 

couple!   All the proceeds to 

benefit the charity. 

Or call Kristin at:  646-342-

3200 for more details.  

- Kristin 
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“Tons of Food” Initial Tally! 
 

Here are the numbers at press time – very 

impressive Bethesda folk!  Almost 2 tons! 

(Our goal was 1 ton.)  Check the June 

Visitor to see if we won! 

 

 

Week 1: 

Cash:  $110 

Pounds: 72 

Total:  292 pounds 

 

Week 2: 

Cash: $620 

Pounds 52 

Total: 1,292 pounds 

 

Week 3: 

Cash: $1,045 = $545 offering + $500 matching funds from 

Thrivent Financial for Lutherans 

Pounds: 140 

Total: 2,230 pounds 

  

GRAND TOTAL pounds for Bethesda: 292+1,292+2,230 = 

3,814 (1.9 TONS!!) 

 

 

 

New Editor STILL 

Needed 
 

 

After more than 2 years as the 

editor of the Visitor, I will need 

to step aside from this role for an 

indefinite period of time following the September issue.  At 

the end of September 2010 Chris and I are expecting our 

second child and I anticipate being unable to find enough time 

to devote to the newsletter each month once the baby arrives.  

Please consider whether you have the time and desire to fill 

this important role.   I have been able to complete almost all 

of the issues while Eleanor naps and have not found the time 

commitment to be a burden on me or our family.  If you are 

interested in taking over as editor or want to learn more about 

what is involved, please don‟t hesitate to contact me: 203-

288-0478 or nora_viola@yahoo.com or catch me on Sunday!  

Thank you! 

 

 

The next submission 

deadline for the next 

issue of  

The Visitor is  

Sunday, May 9   
Please e-mail your submissions 

to Nora Lee at 

bethesda.visitor@gmail.com 

Thank you!  

Nora Lee, Editor,  

Clare Couture,  

Production Manager 

(bethesda@snet.net  

 

Visit our Web page: 

www.bethesdanewhaven.org) 
 

 

 

 

 

Fair Trade Coffee 

and Tea 
 

 

 
 

 

 

Fair Trade coffee, teas and 

chocolate are available for 

sale the second Sunday of 

each month. Fair Trade 

promotes fair wages, 

children‟s rights, women‟s 

rights, the right to organize, 

environmental rights and 

indigenous rights. A portion 

of the Fair Trade proceeds 

also goes to the Bethesda 

Women of the ELCA 

(WELCA) 

 

 
 

mailto:bethesda@snet.net
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Pastor’s Paragraph…or two 
     

 

I recently read a news release with the heading “ELCA Presiding Bishop Expresses „Confident 

Hope‟ for Church‟s Future”.  The perspective of Bishop Hanson is, I find, to be one of faith and 

vision, and so I share a portion of this release with you for your consideration.  

“Lutherans are „a people of new birth, of living hope through the Resurrection of Jesus Christ (I 

Peter 1:3),” said the Rev. Mark S. Hanson, presiding bishop of the Evangelical Lutheran Church 

in America (ELCA). Because of those gifts from God, Hanson said he “is feeling confident 

hope” for the future of the ELCA….Hanson said the word of God is alive in the ELCA because 

“Christ is risen.”…. “Through that living word of God that is both law and gospel, we encounter 

the truth about ourselves: that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free ourselves,” Hanson said.  

“But we also encounter the liberating word of God that on account of Christ we are forgiven.  

We are reconciled not only to God, but to one another.  This living word of God frees us – it 

frees us for lives of faith, it sets us free to proclaim the risen Christ, it sets us free to serve our 

neighbor, it sets us free to strive for justice and peace.  It sets us free to be about the ministry of 

reconciliation.  The word of God is alive in the ELCA because we are people of faith.”  

To all of these words from Bishop Hanson I will say “Amen”.  I will also be so bold as to modify 

the last sentence to read: The word of God is alive in the community known as Bethesda 

Lutheran Church because it is a people of faith.  

Some may think this to be a brash statement, but after spending almost a year with this 

congregation on a journey of faith, I do believe I know of what I speak.  

We now live in the Easter Season, and Bethesda is filled with Resurrection People.  People of the 

Resurrection proclaim “Christ is alive…He is risen!” Resurrection People are about the business 

of telling this Good News of God‟s extra-ordinary love in word and deed.  People of the 

Resurrection are inviting people, encouraging others to encounter the Living Word and 

experience the grace of God.  

As a congregation, Bethesda continues in this time of transition.  Even in transition powerful 

ministry with vision brings mission to life as this people of faith continue to acknowledge and 

use the gifts of God with which each person has been blessed.  It is by the grace of God, it is by 

God‟s powerful presence in the people of God, it is in knowing that God has freed us for lives of 

faith that Bethesda moves forward in lively ministry.  

Once again, I echo the words of Bishop Hanson in saying that I feel confident hope for the future 

of Bethesda.  

In Service of the Risen Christ,  

Pastor Preuss  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For Families, 

An Invitation 
 

An invitation to families with 

children who are not presently 

receiving the Sacrament of Holy 

Communion but who believe 

that their child is approaching 

the time when with parental 

support they may partake of this Sacrament.  Pastor Preuss is 

available to make a home visit and share in a time of family 

conversation concerning the Sacrament.  To arrange for such 

a visit, please contact the church office. 

 

 

 

Wednesday Morning  

Bible Study 
Wednesdays @ 8:00 am to 9:00 am 

 
 

Date  Bible Study topic 
12 May  Peacemaking - Loving One‟s Enemies  
  Romans 5:6-11 
 

26 May  Peacemaking - Overcoming Prejudices  
  1 Corinthians 12:4-14 
 

9 June  Peacemaking - Unity With Our Environment   
  Colossians 1:19-20   
 

23 June  Peacemaking - Justice for our Global Family   
  Isaiah 58:6-12 
 

You are invited to come and enjoy exploring the Book of 

Faith, a light breakfast, and sharing new insights into God‟s 

Word in today‟s world. 
 

Please watch the Bulletin for announcements about future 

Book of Faith studies for our bi-weekly studies. 

 

Interested in becoming a member or associate 

member of Bethesda? 
  

New members and associate members will be received during 

the month of June.  If you are interested in being among those 

who will be stepping forth in this manner to join in 

Bethesda‟s ministry and mission, please make Pastor Preuss 

aware of this desire. 

Music Sunday 

Update: 

Sunday, April 25
th

 was 

Music Sunday at Bethesda.  

Adam Peithmann, our 

music director, led the 

choir, soloists and 

orchestra in an outstanding 

performance of Franz 

Joseph Haydn‟s Mass in D 

Minor, “The Lord Nelson 

Mass” (also called Mass in 

a time of Anxiety).  The 

money collected as a 

special offering on Music 

Sunday is used to fund the 

performances of the Music 

Series in the next program 

year. 

 

If you were not at church 

on the 25
th

 or were not able 

to give then, please use the 

green insert in this Visitor 

and donate now.  Please 

make checks payable to 

Bethesda Lutheran Church.  

You can mail your check 

to the church office or 

place it in the offering 

basket on any Sunday. 

 

 

 
 

Sunday School Picnic 
Sunday, May 16 at  

11:30 am. 

Please note new date!!   

 

This marks the last day of 

Learning Hour for the 

summer.  Plan to be there to 

celebrate a wonderful year! 
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News from the  

April Council Meeting 
 

 

At its April meeting the 

Congregation Council was 

delighted to approve five people 

for membership at Bethesda: 

Dominick Artusa, Moira Carlo, 

Chloe Groth, Ben Groth (associate member), and Pastor 

Andrea Hoslett. They will be received on a Sunday in June. 

The Council was also pleased to acknowledge Emanuel 

Lutheran Church‟s 125th anniversary by agreeing to send a 

congratulatory letter on behalf of the congregation and to pay 

for Pastor Preuss to attend their June 13 celebration. 

The Council also received with appreciation the Facilities 

Committee‟s detailed report on the repairs that urgently need 

to be done in the parish house and chapel apartments and in 

the church and grounds. The Council approved immediate 

action on the two most pressing repairs, and the Committee 

will be seeking bids for several others shortly. 

 

Dianne Witte, President 

 

 

 

Offering Update – Think ahead for summer 
 

As the many academic institutions in our area begin to wind 

down for the summer, many members of Bethesda begin to 

wind down toward summer as well.  Remember to think 

ahead for the relaxing season, not only about beaches, boats, 

and barbecues, but also keeping up your pledge for the 

summer.  Perhaps the warm sun and cool drinks will inspire 

an additional gift! 

 2009 2010 Ahead/Behind % 

As of 

4/25 
$52,200 47,586 -4614 -9% 

Yr End $167,520 $158,237* -9,283.82 -6% 

*Budgeted based on projections from pledges and past giving 

habits. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

CHURCH WORLD 

SERVICE:  

"Gift of the Heart" 

Kits 

 

We would like to thank 

everyone who participated 

in the recent "Gift of the 

Heart” Kits campaign. The 

children of the Sunday 

School and their parents, 

Sarah Circle and other 

members of the 

congregation made 81 kits, 

including 33 Hygiene and 

48 School Kits!! 

 

Thank you to all those who 

contributed a total of 

$252.00 to Church World 

Service from a collection 

on April 11th.  Finally 

thank you Pastor Preuss for 

lifting up our efforts and 

by offering a blessing on 

the kits. 
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HELP WANTED !!! 
 

Due to the restructuring of some 

of the Church Committees, the 

Facilities and Finance committee 

has been split into two separate 

entities. 

 

The Facilities Committee is 

looking for a few dedicated folks 

to serve with us. No experience 

is needed or required.  The only 

qualification needed is PRIDE in your Church and its 

property.  Members do not need to be versed in the building 

trade or property management as many may think.  We 

simply need people with the ability to identify needs, 

prioritize the same and figure out how to accomplish our 

aims. 
 

There is a lot of work that needs to be done, and we need 

many hands to make the work light.  We do not necessarily 

DO the physical work; that is left to those who are the 

experts. 
 

The next meeting of the Facilities Committee will be on the 

second Tuesday of May, May 11, 2010 in the Muhlenberg 

room of the Educational Wing, at 7:30.  We will be looking 

forward to greeting you at that meeting. If you have questions 

about the Committee and its mission, please contact Chris 

Wigren, Doug Gray or Pastor Preuss. 

++++ 

 

 

Holiday Fair 
 

In April, the Fair Work Group 

offered kits and pieces to be 

embroidered to anybody who 

wanted to help make things for 

our Holiday Fair in November.  

The kits all went very quickly 

and some people did not get a chance to take one. 
 

Once again in May, on Sunday the 16
th 

during the coffee hour, 

we will have several kits to make ornaments and other simple 

items for you to look over and volunteer to help with.  There 

will be almost 6 months to make the items you pick up, so 

there is not a lot of time pressure! 
 

Completed items can be 

given to Maureen 

Anderson or Sue Berube 

any Sunday. 

 

 
 

Calling all youth and 

friends. The Bethesda 

Youth Group (BYG) is in 

full swing this Spring. Our 

youth group enjoys movie 

nights, listening to and 

playing music, going on 

retreats, and participating 

in community service.  For 

more information on youth 

events and scheduling, 

please contact Mike 

Carnaroli: 

m_carnaroli@yahoo.com.  

 

On Sunday May 2, the 

youth will be participating 

in the Walk Against 

Hunger to benefit the CT 

Food Bank. We are also 

beginning to plan our trip 

to ELCA Youth Gathering 

at Hammonasset State 

Park. This event will take 

place on September 10-12 

and we hope to have a 

large group attending. Tell 

you friends!!! For more 

"Hammo" information, 

please visit the website 

www.hammoconnect.com 

http://www.hammoconnect.com/
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Bethesda’s Prayer List 

 
Healing and strength:  Mike Willis, friend of Chris Wigren; Karl 

Ogren; Ed Abeling; Robert Fries; Bea Mandrill; Ray Anderson; 

Oscar Roos; Stacy Opsal, granddaughter of the Evensons; Linda 

Salisbury; Betty Neal; James Moyer, friend of Molly Dinneen; Sue 

Merkel; Almira Muschamp, mother of Sue Berube; Betty 

Henrickson; Barbara Veleber, former member; Maureen Matthews, 

friend of Kathy Wimmer; Edith Swanson; Joe Ekeberg; George 

Lindbeck; Robert Evenson; James Phillips, husband of Karen 

Phillips; Martha Morris, sister of Henry Morris; Helen Neumann, 

mother of Dennis Neumann; Ruth Ebel, sister of Martha Kirschner; 

Richard and Margaret Stark, parents of Barbara Stark; Fran Batka, 

friend of Nils Svensen; Ethan Nessel, grandson of Mike and Sue 

Merkel; Richard Treat, friend of Marie and Doug Gray; Virginia 

Cellura friend of Molly Dinneen; Frank and Jeanne Whalen, friends 

of Karen Baker; Dot Palcovich; Aina Smith; Mary Beth MacNab, 

friend of Sue Berube; Margaret Berube, friend of Sue Berube; Len 

DeNardis; Jonathan Cortright, father of Dan Cortright; Mary 

Benedosso, friend of Doris Hentz; Helen Blade; Sylvia Dunn; 

Jeanette Tykson; Ruth Jacobson; Ruth Mood: and Rita Wissink. 
 

For those serving in the military: including Allison Mandas, 

daughter of Greg & Carlen Mandas; Joshua Bender, stepbrother of 

Chris Lee; and the chaplains of our churches who serve them. 
 

For our partners in the Gospel: the congregations and schools of 

the Evangelical Lutheran Church In Jordan & The Holy Land 

(ELCJHL); Luther House; our mission partners, Resurrection 

Lutheran Church in New Haven, and the Pangani Children‟s 

Centre, Nairobi, Kenya, in its ministry to those living with the 

impact of AIDS and hunger in Africa. 
 

For Bethesda:  that God continues to guide us into the future with 

ministries of witness and service while building up our community 

in all of its diversity. 
 

In Grief:  We remember the families and friends of Hannah 

Jacobson and Margaret Ogren who recently died in the faith.  

Hannah died on March 3 in Florida.  A Memorial Service was held 

here at Bethesda on March 12.  Margaret died on April 12
th
.  A 

funeral was held at Beecher and Bennett Funeral Home on April 

14
th
.  Rest eternal grant them, O Lord, and let light perpetual shine 

upon them. 

We Celebrate: with Jane Limauro and Dominick Artusa who were 

married at Bethesda on April 10
th
.  We wish them a lifetime of love 

and joy. 

We rejoice: at the birth of Oscar Earl Ward, son of Sarah Evenson 

Ward and Nathan Ward and grandson of Bob and Judy Evenson 

who was born on April 10
th
 in California. 

 

Bethesda Nursery 

School 

Spring Fair 

Saturday, May 8 
 

Bethesda Nursery School 

will hold its annual spring 

fair and tag sale on 

Saturday, May 8, from 

10am – 2pm (rain or 

shine). The tag sale begins 

at 9am. 

 

This fantastic family event 

provides lots of fun and 

entertainment for kids and 

adults, including games, 

moon bounce, music, plant 

sale, bake sale, raffle and 

refreshments.  Amazing 

Andy, the magician, will 

perform at 12:30.  

Admission is free. Tickets 

must be purchased for 

activities.  All proceeds 

benefit the Bethesda 

Nursery School 

Scholarship Fund. 

 

 

 

 


